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The U.N. Role in the Cold War 


The recent report to U.N. members by Secretary- 
General Trygve Lie raises once again, and force- 
fully, the question of the role of the United Nations 
in the “cold war.” 

The Secretary-General maintains that new ap- 
proaches to the basic security problems in the 
United Nations should be tried immediately, and 
that there is real possibility of results. Mr. Lie 
outlined a ten-point program for helping to end 
the cold war through the United Nations. This 
program he discussed with top officials in the 
United States, Britain, France and the Soviet Union 
on his recent trip. 


U. S. Views 


The executive branch of the U.S. government, 
however, takes a different view. Secretary of State 
Acheson has made clear that he has little faith 
in new approaches for solving old problems. He 
believes that the U.S. should continue to negotiate 
as in the past with the Soviet Union in the United 
Nations, where there are ample opportunities for 
reaching agreement if nations are willing to do so. 
He thinks that agreement will be possible only when 
the non-Soviet countries have built up “situations 
of strength” so that the U.S.S.R. will be forced to 
recognize “existing facts.” (See TRENDS, 2/20/50.) 
Until then, Secretary Acheson sees no value in “bold, 
new approaches” to the basic security questions. 

Within the United States there is considerable 
difference of opinion on U.S. strategy in the cold 
war. Several Congressional leaders have asked fre- 
quently during the last few months for fresh negotia- 
tions with the Soviet Union. The most recent appeal 
was made on June 6 by seven Senators and four 
Representatives who called for a special session of 
the U.N. General Assembly “for the single purpose 
of stopping the armament race.” If adequate con- 
trols could be agreed on in the Assembly, member 
nations would allocate to the United Nations, for 
peaceful uses of atomic energy and economic devel- 
opment, the amounts they would otherwise have 
spent in the next five years on armaments. 


China Deadlock 


Meanwhile the issue of Chinese representation in 
the United Nations is still a deadlock and is prevent- 
ing the U.N. from serving as a meeting place for 
East and West today. The Soviet Union is boycott- 
ing every U.N. council or agency in which Chinese 
nationalists sit. The United States says it will not 
vote to replace the nationalists with the new Com- 
munist government; but neither will the U.S. veto 
the change if a majority of the Security Council and 
General Assembly so decide. 

Secretary-General Lie has suggested a new repre- 
sentation principle to solve this problem: any gov- 
ernment which “exercises effective authority” over 
a country would be admitted to the United Nations 
if able and willing to carry out the obligations of 
U.N. membership. The government need not be 


Attention Subscribers to Trends and 
Publication Service 


So that there will not be overlapping subscriptions 
to TRENDS after May 1, 1951 when the present 
TRENDS and ACTION are incorporated into the 
every-member TRENDS, the cost of TRENDS sub- 
scriptions and renewals have been pro-rated as follows: 
FOR MEMBERS ONLY: Renewals and subscriptions 


expiring or received between: 


June 1 and July 31 will be $1.00 
Aug. 1 and Oct. 31 will be = .75 
Nov. 1 and Jan. 31 will be  .50 
Feb. 1 and May 1 will be — .25 


Subscriptions and renewals to TRENDS for NON- 
MEMBERS remain the same, $1.00 a year. 


For those who receive TRENDS with the PUBLICA- 
TION SERVICE, the rate will be as follows: 
FOR MEMBERS ONLY: Renewals and subscriptions 
expiring or received between: 

June 1 and July 31 will be $3.00 

Aug. 1 and Oct. 31 will be 2.75 

Nov. 1 and Jan. 31 will be 2.50 

Feb. 1 and May 1 will be 2.25 


Subscriptions and renewals to PUBLICATION SERV- 
ICE for NON-MEMBERS remain the same, $3.00 a 
year. 


The Housing Act’s First Year 


The Housing Act of 1949 is approaching its first 
anniversary. The Act stands as a landmark in hous- 
ing legislative history by recognizing for the first 
time that slum clearance and redevelopment are 
problems of national concern, and by underwriting 
federal aid to local communities for building and 
operating nearly four times the number of low-rent 
public housing units provided for under earlier legis- 


lation (see TRENDS, 7/25/49). 
Local Action 


The primary responsibility for slum clearance as 
well as for low-rent public housing, rests with the 
individual community. To what extent have locali- 
ties taken advantage of the Housing Act? 

To date, 375 communities have expressed interest 
in taking part in the slum clearance plan. Of these, 
105 cities in 25 States, and the District of Columbia, 
Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands, have 
received $137 million from the Housing and Home 
Finance Agency (HHFA), and an additional 113 
have requested the HHFA to reserve funds totalling 
$178 million for their projects. There seems to be 
a widespread belief that slum clearance is principally 
a big-city problem. Yet while almost every large 
city has taken steps towards participating, more 
than half of the interested cities have populations 
of less than 50,000 and about one-third have popula- 
tions of less than 25,000. 

The low-rent public housing provisions of the 
Act have also received wide attention. Loans for 
266,155 low-rent units have been approved by the 
Federal Housing Administration for 466 localities, 
and 554 other cities have asked for funds to build 
290,155 units. Loan contracts have been signed for 
the construction of 247,096 homes in 369 communi- 
ties. 

The score against approval of low-rent housing 
adds up to rejection of the program by 22 City 
Councils and the failure of referenda in 9 cities. 
Referenda are scheduled in the near future for four 
cities: Houston, Texas; Tucson, Arizona; and Jack- 
son City and Flint, Michigan. 

The over-all picture shows that local interest in 
slum clearance has been more widespread than origi- 
nally expected. Public housing developments have 
also reached a high volume. 


Victory on D. P. Bill 


Citizen groups, including the League of Women 
Voters, can take real satisfaction in the final passage 
of H.R. 4567 amending the Displaced Persons Act 
of 1948. Strong pressure of public opinion from 
home was instrumental in bringing the bill through 
Congress despite prolonged and bitter opposition. 

The revised Act will allow more refugees to enter 
the United States, a total of 415,744 up to mid-1951. 
This number includes 301,500 displaced persons 
cared for by the International Refugee Organiza- 
tion, 54,744 German expellees (Volksdeutsche), and 
the remainder special groups such as war orphans 
adopted by USS. citizens. The “cut-off date” by 
which displaced persons must have entered I.R.O. 
camps in Europe is advanced from December 22, 
1945 to January 1, 1949; and special preferences for 
Balts and agricultural workers are removed. 


(Continued from p. 1) 

recognized by other U.N. members. The Secretary- 
General would separate recognition and representa- 
tion in the U.N. as two different issues. He main- 
tains that this would be in line with the Charter 
since the United Nations is not limited to like-minded 
nations with the same ideologies. 

There is serious danger that the United Nations 
may be split on the China question unless it is 


solved by the time of the General Assembly meeting 
this fall. 


Lie’s Ten Points 


The ten points proposed by Secretary-General Lie 
cover these fields: 

Security: holding of special “periodic meetings” 
of the Security Council to which the members would 
send high-level representatives, possibly their chief 
executives; renewed efforts to reach agreement on 
U.N. forces and control of armaments including 
atomic energy and weapons of mass destruction. 

Membership: working toward universal member- 
ship in the United Nations as fast as possible. 

Human welfare: an active program for economic 
development; greater use of the U.N. specialized 
agencies including early action to bring the I.T.O. 
into existence; continued U.N. action to promote 
human rights; greater efforts to help the dependent 
peoples of the world. 

International law: vigorous use of all powers of 
the Charter and U.N. machinery to speed the devel- 
opment of international law. 
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* CURRENT LEGISLATION x 


D. C. Home Rule (S. 1527*): 30 more signatures are still 
needed on the Kennedy discharge petition to bring S. 1527 * 
to the floor of the House for vote. 

* Indicates League support. 


European Recovery Program*: Foreign Economic Assist- 
ance Act of 1950 signed by President June 5. Appropriations 


hearings are completed in House and now are being held in 
Senate. 


Ss 


8) 


